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The Butrus el-Bistani mentioned by Dr.Van Dyck is the same who 
compiled the Mohut el-Mohit, which is for the Arabic language what 
Webster's or Worcester's dictionary is for the English. He also wrote 
the Miftah, or Key, an Arabic grammar which is in common use , 
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and bighly esteemed by every one. At his death which occurred 
quite recently, he was engaged in compilling an Encyclopedia in 
Arabic, of which several large 8vo volumes were already issued;but 
I do not know hot far down the alphabet he had reached. He also 
edited three periodicals, a daily, a weekly, and a monthly. He spoke 
English well, had a flourishing school, and was an esteemed and 
respected citizen of Beirfut. 

(Journal of The American Oriental society. Vol 11(1885).pp:276-286 
Article viii The Arabic Bible of Drs.Elismith and Cornelius V.A Van Dyck. 
Published by American Oriental society.) 
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